European Parliament Calls for Halt Human Rights Violations Viethnam
and Iraq

2007-07-17

The European Parliament has adopted two resolutions; one on human rights in Vietnam and one
on human rights in Irag. In doing so, it has uttered support for the marginalized minorities in these
countries.

Below are extracts from resolutions adopted and published by the European Parliament:
European Parliament resolution of 12 July 2007 on human rights in Vietnam

The European Parliament,

[..]

G. whereas, in February 2007, a demonstration by 200 Khmer Krom Buddhist leaders in support
of religious freedom was suppressed by force in the province of Soc Trang; whereas five of these
leaders were sentenced on 10 May 2007 to between two and four years' imprisonment for ‘public
order offences' and the religious persecution suffered by the Khmer Krom is accompanied by
forced assimilation,

H. whereas the ethnic minorities of the Northern and Central Highlands are still subjected to
discrimination, confiscation of their land and violation of their religious freedom, and only 38
religious groups have been recognised in the north-east; whereas neither independent NGOs nor
journalists have free access to the Highlands in order to assess the real situation of the
Montagnards repatriated from Cambodia,

[..]

3. Calls on the Viethamese Government to put an end to all forms of repression of people
exercising their right to freedom of expression, freedom of thought and freedom of assembly, in
line with international law on human rights; repeats its call to the authorities to reform, as a matter
of urgency, national security provisions, either by revoking them or by bringing them into line with
international law;

4. Calls on Vietnam to carry out political and institutional reforms in order to establish democracy
and the genuine rule of law, beginning with the introduction of a multi-party system, a free press
and free trade unions;

5. Calls on the Vietnamese Government to respect religious freedom and to restore the legal
status of all religious communities, including the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam;

6. Asks the Viethamese Government to put an end to discrimination against the Montagnard
community;

[...]

European Parliament resolution of 12 July 2007 on the humanitarian situation of Iraqi refugees



The European Parliament,

[..]

C. whereas more than 2 million people are now Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs); whereas
since February 2006, 822,000 people have been newly displaced, with a further 2000 believed to
be displaced each day; and whereas for the end of 2007, UNHCR estimates the number of IDPs
as likely to reach 2,3 to 2,5 million,

D. whereas in addition to the internally displaced, there are approximately 42 000 non-lraqi
refugees within Iraq (including around 15 000 Palestinians who are at particular risk, as well as
Sudanese, Turkish Kurds, Iranians and others),

[...]

O. whereas Jews, Mandeans and Christians (including Assyrians, Armenian, Greek orthodox
and other Christian minorities) are increasingly experiencing discrimination with regard to access
to the labour market or basic social services and many are afraid of persecution by insurgent
groups as well as Islamist militias, which have gained de facto control over entire neighbourhoods
in various cities and villages in Iraq; whereas as part of increasing tensions between Sunnis and
Shiite, individuals may also be solely targeted on the basis of their membership of ethnic or
religious minorities,

[...]

2. Recognises the improvements in terms of contribution of the regional Kurdish authorities in
assisting non-Muslim communities who are internally displaced;

[..]

6. Calls on the Iragi Government, as well as local regional and religious authorities and the Multi-
National Coalition Forces in Iraq to take immediate steps to improve security for all the refugees
and IDPs in Iraq and end discriminatory practices;

7. Strongly rejects the threats of expulsion and cutting off supplies of fuel and drinking water
made by some senior officials in the Iraqi Government against 4 000 members of the Iranian
opposition who have been political refugees in Iraq for the past 20 years and have the legal
status of " Protected persons under the Fourth Geneva Convention" and calls on the Iraqi
Government to respect their rights under international law;

[..]

Full text of 'European Parliament resolution of 12 July 2007 on human rights in Vietnam' available
at: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-0359&language=EN

Full text of ‘European Parliament resolution of 12 July 2007 on the humanitarian situation of Iraqi

refugees’ available at:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-
0357&language=EN
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